
LEYBOURNE SS PETER & PAUL C E PRIMARY ACADEMY 

 

          

 

 

          

      Headteacher: Tina Holditch 

Nurturing the spark of God within 
“Those who trust in the Lord will find new strength. They will soar high on wings like eagles” Isaiah 40:31 

 
Leybourne Ss Peter & Paul CEP School is part of The Tenax School Trust which is an exempt charity and a company limited by guarantee, 
registered in England and Wales with company number 07542155.  The registered office is at Culverden Down, Tunbridge Wells, TN4 9SH. 

01892 521595 

 

 

Rectory Lane North 

Leybourne 

West Malling 

Kent   
ME19 5HD 

Tel: 01732 842008 

Email: headteacher@leybourne.school 

www.leybourne.school 

9th December 2022 

Dear Parents, 

What a wonderful week! The Key Stage 1 Nativity was simply magical, and I am so proud of 

all of the children for their hard work. They sang and signed beautifully, remembered so 

many actions and lines and were absolutely incredible. I hope all of you who saw the 

Nativities enjoyed them as much as we did! 

 

I am also so grateful to the Lower School staff who worked so hard to prepare the children 

for their performances. I really do appreciate the time and effort that they put into 

everything they do. 

 

Choir 

The school choir represented us beautifully at the local shops last week. They sang and 

behaved so well, and also raised the wonderful sum of £130 for the Maidstone Christian 

Care Centre. Well done to everyone - and a very big “thank you” to Mrs Rimmer, for all her 

hard work and commitment to the choir. 

 

Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day – Wednesday 14th December 2022 

A reminder that we will be having our Christmas Lunch on Wednesday. As I explained in a 

previous newsletter, children having packed lunches will be permitted to have a few festive 

treats as part of their packed lunch on that day! Please note that products containing nuts, 

and fizzy drinks, are not permitted, though. 

 

Children and staff are also invited to wear Christmas jumpers on Wednesday, in exchange 

for a donation to Save the Children. Children are able to wear their own clothes, including a 

Christmas jumper, for the day – they do not need to wear school uniform with their 

Christmas jumpers!  

  

Christmas Parties 

Our Christmas parties will take place next week. You should have received a letter regarding 

the arrangements. In light of the current Strep A situation, I would like to assure you that 

the food will be served by staff, rather than children helping themselves, and also that 

everyone will be washing their hands well prior to eating. 

 

 



Leybourne Grange 

Years 4- 6 had a very special afternoon at Leybourne Grange Riding Centre for the Disabled 

today. Their Nativity was, as always, deeply moving and was enjoyed by all. 

 

Strep A 

You are undoubtedly aware of the current situation regarding Strep A infections. The UK 

Health Security Agency have confirmed that there is no evidence that a new strain is 

circulating, and that the increase in cases this year is most likely related to high amounts of 

circulating bacteria and social mixing.  

 

I would like to remind you all of the following advice from the UK Health Security Agency: 

   

Group A Streptococcus survives in throats and on skin for long enough to allow easy spread 

between people through sneezing and skin contact. People who are currently carrying the 

bacteria in the throat or on the skin may have symptoms of illness or they may have no 

symptoms and feel fine. In both cases, these bacteria can be passed on to others.     

What kinds of illnesses are caused by Group A Streptococcus?      

Most Group A Streptococcusillnesses are relatively mild, with symptoms including a sore throat 

("strep throat"), scarlet fever or a skin infection such as impetigo. However, on rare occasions, 

these bacteria can cause other severe and sometimes life-threatening diseases.   

Although scarlet fever is usually a mild illness, it should be treated with antibiotics to minimise 

the risk of complications and reduce the spread to others.   

The symptoms of scarlet fever include a sore throat, headache, fever, nausea and vomiting. 

This is followed by a fine red rash which typically first appears on the chest and stomach, 

rapidly spreading to other parts of the body. On more darkly pigmented skin, the scarlet rash 

may be harder to spot, but it will still feel like 'sandpaper'. The face can be flushed red but 

pale around the mouth.   

Children who have had chickenpox or influenza (‘flu) recently are more likely to develop 

more serious infection during an outbreak of scarlet fever and so parents should remain 

vigilant for symptoms such as a persistent high fever, cellulitis (skin infection) and arthritis 

(joint pain and swelling). If you are concerned for any reason please seek medical assistance 

immediately.   

What is invasive Group A Streptococcal (iGAS) disease?     

Although rare, invasive Group A Streptococcus disease may occur when bacteria get into parts 

of the body where bacteria are not usually found. These infections are called invasive Group A 

Streptococcal disease and can be very serious and even life-threatening.    

What are the symptoms of invasive Group A Streptococcal disease?     

The most important thing to be aware of are the early signs and symptoms of invasive Group A 

Streptococcal disease. These are:   

• High Fever  

• Severe muscle aches  

• Localised muscle tenderness  

• Redness at the site of a wound  

 



What should I do if my child becomes unwell?  

If your child becomes unwell contact your GP practice. Alternatively, you can call NHS111 and 

you should also call NHS111 if your surgery is closed.  

  

If my child is unwell, should they stay off school?   

If your child becomes unwell with these symptoms you should contact your GP practice or call 

NHS111 (which operates a 24/7 service) to seek advice. If your child is unwell they should 

stay off school until they are better.   

  

Do contacts of a case require antibiotics? 

Contacts of cases do not require antibiotics and can continue with their daily routine including 

attending school/work as long as they remain well and symptom free. 

 

It is also worth noting that pharmacies are now able to test for Strep A and can prescribe 

antibiotics if required. 

 

 

I hope you all have a lovely (and healthy!) weekend, we look forward to a fantastic last week 

of term with the children! 

 

Kind regards 

 

Tina Holditch 

Headteacher  

 


